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networked security state rather than as a space that is more

“radically democratic. Perhaps such an outcome will be facili-
tated if hacktivists themselves shift their use of rhetoric and
symbolism, stepping away from the increasingly ominous and
threatening “macrosecuritizing” discourse — which situates
their work i the Tanguage of global war (Fish 2017a). What
we do know is that the future of the internet will be shaped
through antagonistic relationships and assemblages between
hacktivists and states.

i 3
i Media Activism: Shaping
| Online and Offline Networks

{ From the introduction onward, this book has discussed the
pl
¢ power of myths in relation to the internet. As “the creative

and symbolic dimension of the social world. .. through which

t human beings create their ways of living together and their
f ways of representing their collective life” (Adelman 1989:

83), myths have fueled the mistaken treatment of the internet

{ as static, singular, immersive, and transcendent. When we
b subscribe to such myths, we may in turn lose our ability to
L see the internet as an assemblage, inseparable from peoples,
i places, laws, and environments. The two previous chapters
. have been devoted to revealing the assemblages within which

internet technology is interwoven, from our discussion of the

L belief systems and environments of indigenous and cross-
F cultural communities to the legal systems and policing practices
* that afflict hacktivists.

This chapter takes aim at the internet and its relationship

£ “to political activism and revolutions. It considers fieldwork
i conducted in Egypt and the Occupy movement, as well as the

important protests of the Indignados of Spain and the Chilean
student movement. Its primary focus on the Arab Spring is
all the more important given how the Middle East continues
to be a region of great concern and misunderstanding. By
showing how the internet’s networks are refracted alongside
activist assemblages of offline tools and environments, this
chapter argues that we must do away with a narrative where
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Silicon Valley supplants Cairo in our understanding of politi-
f:al. events in Egypt and the Middle East more largely. The
insights we share speak to the power of creativity and intuition
in the fight for social and political justice. What we propase
here is that the internet and digital networks be seen as part
of an assemblage that brings together offline networks and
spaces, “older” media such as television and radio, economic
and political institutions, and physical bodies in shaping politi-
cal activism. ' o oh

Facebook Revolution?

In June 2011, the shirt pictured in figure 3.1 was purchased
in Tahrir Square. Around central Cairo, Ramesh Srinivasan
asked Egyptians about the story that it told. “We thank Face-
book for our revolution,” a subsistence laborer from Giza
told him while asking for him to let Facebook know that “we

Figure 3.1 Social media revolution t-shirt
Source: Ramesh Srinivasan.
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heed their help to organize our next government.” Ramesh
then asked whether he or anyone in his family or neighbor-
hdod had internet access at the time of the 18 days of revolu-
tion in January/February 2011 and was given the simple answer
of*“nobody.”

JThis photo reveals an internet-centric explanation of a
revolution in action, one that sees technology as the cause of
social and political events despite the reality that the Arab
Spring revolutionaries alleged to be behind these were mostly
disconnected from the internet. Our story of the t-shirt and
Tahrir Square demonstrates how a technology-centric expla-
nation of the Arab Spring had not only reached the Western
world but also had implanted itself on the streets of Cairo.
Yet how could such a narrative be possible given that social
media technologies were accessed in fewer than 5 percent of
Egyptian homes in early 20112 Would it not be absurd to
assume such tools caused a revolution in a country of 85
million? . '

They could not believe that we could [start a revolution] so
the Western world had to pretend as if it was their tools that
+liberated us.

Surprisingly, these words were uttered not by a cyber-skeptic
such as Malcolm Gladwell but by Gigi Ibrahim (personal
conversation, 2015), an Egyptian activist who has over 140,000
Twitter followers, and at the age of 23 was featured on the
cover of Time (in February 2012) and lionized in Vanity Fair
(April 2011) as part of the “generation changing the world.”
These articles (among many others) praise Ibrahim’s ability
to reach the masses, to rally her fellow Egyptians; and to
make democracy possible, supposedly thanks to the social
media technologies of the day.

Yet Ibrahim, in conversations with us, defies the “social
media revolutionary” label with which she has been identified.
She has explained that this pigeonholed identity objectifies
heragency and capacity. It emphasizes technology and views
her as its accessory. It simplifies the struggles for social and
economic justice for which people across the Arab world fight,
and ignores the creativity, intuition, humanity, and history
behind the social movements of the Arab Spring.
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Fetishizing technology runs the risk of ignoring a great deal
of research that has studied why and how people protest. It
fails to consider the importance of existing political and media
climates (McAdam 1982), and the role of symbolic, material,
organizational, political, and cultural capacities in shaping
protests (Meyer & Minkoff 2004). While prominent sociolo-
gists such as Charles Tilly (1990) have written about the
importance of “political opportunity” in impacting the sus-
tainability of a social movement, others (Emirbayer 1997;
Goodwin & Jasper 1999) write about the power of emotions,
agency, and political activism in shaping revolutions. These
important factors may be erased from our understanding and
appreciation of political movements if we only think about
the internet in naive isolation.

In our introduction, we challenged the myth of the inter-
net as a public space. In this chapter we take aim at another
myth, that of the “social media revolution,” a framing which
reduces the creativity, practices, and imaginaries of protesters
into an obsession with internet technologies. Retweeting does
not necessarily shape social change, and clicking on an online
petition may better represent disengagement rather than stand
for a means of fighting injustice (Melber 2011; Morozov 2011).
On top of this, Facebook, Twitter, and Google are hardly
open — they are in reality slaves to their controlling algorithms
and corporate political economies, and only operate on the
networks and information that are part of users’ lives. Our
online friends may be more similar than not to ourselves in
real life because of mutual friendship, the places where they
live, the interests they have, and their political leanings. And
in cases where activists learn from one another online, it is
inappropriate to give the technology credit in lieu of under-
standing the actions of its users. It is all too easy to forget that
activists learned from one another before social media existed.

That said, even in countries of the Arab Spring, such as
Tunisia, Egypt, or Morocco, where internet access is limited
(with numbers even smaller for social media accounts), the
presence of digital technologies should not be completely dis-
counted. A technology may be shaped, mediated, and modified.
Social media technologies may thus be domesticated (Silver-
stone & Haddon 1996), appropriated (Jenkins 2006), subverted
(Hebdige 1984), and reconstructed. ‘
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It is important to respect the dynamic assemblages produced

; by activists as they struggle to achieve change. The literature
. we review in this chapter, and the ethnographies we share
b from Egypt, reveal examples of how activists tagtically use a
range of different tools, including new Fechnologles, to shape
b their agenda and reach a range of auldlences. Thus Whlle we
" cannot simply assume that YouTube is a democratizing tech-

nology, we can view it as one system amongst many that can

b assist a movement.

"Philosopher Henri Bergson has written about the importance

¥ of recognizing and respecting the agency of peoples anq com-
. niunities, consistent with our argument to pay attention to
b the creativity of activists rather than naively praise existing
b tools and systems. Bergson writes persuasively about t:he power
b 6f intuition, which shapes the poetic experience of being alive:

1 Men do not sufficiently realise that their future is in their own
‘hands. Theirs is the task of determining first of all whe.tl'ler
they want to go on living or not. Theirs is the requnsibxhty,
then, for deciding if they want merely to live, or intend to
.make just the extra effort required for fulfilling, even on th.eu
refractory planet, the essential function of the universe, which
is 2 machine for the making of gods. (1932: 54)

This chapter emphasizes creativity in relation to activist

1 practice as an important counterpoint to the inappropriate
E  perspective that technologies make revolutions possible. Prac-

tice theory, influenced by the writings of social theorists such

L as Pierre Bourdieu (1977), Sherry Ortner (1978), and Anthony

Giddens (1994), discusses how individual or collective acFions
impact social or political structures of power. We describe a

! number of creative actions that activists have taken worl.dw1c.le
¥ to contest injustice, and focus on these creative practices 1n

relation to media and technology to recognize that these tools,
like any others, can be shaped to support a range of causes.

Technologies can thus be viewed as part of.the process of
“place-making,” which examines how a tool is used in rela-
tion to places, times, practices, and peoples (Massey ZQQS ).
We wish to humanize activism and creativity rather than naively
deify technologies. Media technologies have a!ways b.ee.n part]
of assemblages shaped and produced by activists. This is true
whether we speak of the role of the video of Rodney King’s
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beating in relation to the Los Angeles riots or print within
the French Revolution. And today it is true with respect to
the internet. )

Social Media Binaries

Clay Shirky’s piece “The Political Power of Social Media”
graced the cover of the influential Foreign Affairs magazine
in November 2011. Influential in United States diplomatic
circles, his article argues for the synergy between networked
technologies and mass protests. Its position is consistent with
Shirky’s famous statement that “when we change the way we
coxpmunicate we change society” (2008:17), presuming that
on its surface the mere use of the internet supports democracy.

Shirky’s position is consistent with the findings of scholars
such as Philip Howard, whose research team identified height-
enefi online activity before the full break-out of the Arab
Spring. Howard and colleagues have argued that social media
were utilized to share information about on-the-ground activ-
ity within the Arab world (Howard 2010; Howard & Hussain
2013). This is consistent with Zeynep Tufekci’s argument that
for activists there exists a collective action “‘problem” that
may be overcome through the use of social media:

The “how” of social organizing matters because the means of
connectivity impact the nature of a movement, the chance for
its success, the tactics it can adopt — which in turn, impact its
character —, the roles it can play, and the measures the state
can deploy against it. All of these shape the nature, outlook,
and the reach of the movement. (Tufekci 2011)

.The position that online activity correlates with early (or
prior) stages of protest is unsurprising, as it makes sense that
internet-connected activists would use these media to spread
their _perspectives, and gather support. Such a position is
described in research around “citizen journalism,” namely the
use of technology and the blogosphere to facilitate revolution-
ary conversation during times of political turmoil (Al-Rawi
2014). Seungahn Nah and Deborah Chung (2016), for example,
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¥ have discussed how citizen journalism can work as a substitute
. for censored mainstream journalism in such periods of upheaval.

We recognize and respect such work. Indeed, it is unsur-

¢ prising that online activity may circulate stories from the
i ground. Yet ending our analysis at this point would fail to
b consider the experiences of the majority of a population that
L may be technologically disconnected, as well as the other
i means by which they may protest or share information.

Revolutions and networks have existed long before Face-

b -book or Twitter, and many have shaped the course of history

as we know it. Moreover, the collective action problems of

| the past were clearly overcome in these cases. Indeed, tech-
b nological connectivity may work against physical mobilization,
{ particularly when it influences citizens to stay at home or

more passively protest by merely remaining online. This is

¥ consistent with the position of Navid Hassanpour (2011),
. who points out that mobile phone and internet use was nega-

tively correlated with physical protest during the Egyptian
revolution. Yet when the Mubarak regime made the mistake

- of shutting down mobile phone and internet connectivity, it
i may have contributed to the spectacle of January 28, 2011,
[ the largest day of protest.

Like the somewhat optimistic work we have presented, we
note the work of several writers who presume that technolo-

gies may be incidental or even irrelevant in shaping political
f activism. For example, Evgeny Morozov (2011) ‘has shared
| examples that demonstrate how regimes can subvert opposi-
i tional activity through using the internet. Consistent with this,
| Malcolm Gladwell, in his piece “Small Change: Why the

Revolution Will Not be Tweeted” (2012), argues that social

' media technologies are useful for forming “weak ties,” which

assist the spreading of information during revolutions, yet fail

" to form “strong ties,” which are needed to shape trust and

leadership in a political movement.
Other writers, such as Nicholas Carr and Andrew Keen,

- have also weighed in with their doubts. Carr (2010) has argued

that internet activity blocks one’s ability to focus, process, and
presumably reflect on information, which would seemingly
stymie the capacity to protest effectively. Keen (2007), in turn,
Over-essentializes the internet to assume that it is nothing but
a vehicle for narcissism and therefore “anti-social.”
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We appreciate the optimistic and skeptical positions taken
by these writers. Yet what we believe is missing across these
points is a relational analysis of the internet and social media
that considers how it is mediated by the values, practices,
contexts, and creativity of activists and citizens. What is missing
is the consideration of assemblages that bring technologies
into conversations with other factors in shaping political
activism.

Participatory Politics

A positive step forward could be to think about the different
manners by which internet use may shape “participation,” or
the engagement in political activism. With this approach, we
can think about different types of participation and their
implications. Our discussion of participation draws on the
writings of media scholar Henry Jenkins, and considers the
dimensions of “participatory politics.” ‘
A number of scholars, including this book’s authors, ha
an online conversation on this topic in 2014, eventually pub-
lished as a journal article (Couldry & Jenkins 2014). Within
our discussion of participatory politics, Mirko Tobias Schaefer
pointed out the distinction between explicit and implicit par-
ticipation. Implicit participation, he argued, represents a mirage
of civic engagement which in actuality may reinforce various
structures of power. One’s participation, from this perspective,
just makes the rich richer. It assists advertising giants, technol-
ogy corporations, and surveillance practices. This type of
participation is myopic, personal, and occasionally self-
indulgent. In contrast, Schafer claims that explicit participation
reconceives digital platforms as allies in shaping a social or
political cause. It is intentional appropriation in action.
Nico Carpentier and Natalie Fenton added to the conversa-
tion by observing that any discussion of participation must
consider inequalities outside of the world of technology. No
use of technology is in itself sufficient to overcome the struc-
tural and systemic inequalities that shape the “digital revolu-
tion”. One can see this in the case of China, as noted by Jack
Qiu, where passive participation around the internet is rampant

¢ A Contextual Turn
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| without affecting political inequality. Qiu pointed out that
E the use of the Weibo social media platform by labor activists
b was insufficient to defend themselves from an attack by the
b state against their movement. -

b ' We thus note the importance of analyzing new technologies
E within a context of other networks and practices of poli_tical
b participation. It is a reminder that we must neither privilege

nor dismiss technology in a reactionary way but instead learn

f from the peoples, places, contexts, and environments that
8 shape assemblages of activism.

; Qur goal is to understand how technologies like Facebook

and YouTube are included within assemblages by activists

b who may use such tools. Rather than present a dismissive
| conclusion which presumes that technology use turns one into

a “slacktivist” rather than an engaged activist, we can instead

_' think more contextually, from the ground up.

It is important to note that infrastructures and systems
build upon one another. Thus, we must not make the mistake
of.over-privileging the social networks shaped by new technol-
ogy while forgetting that social networks are formed. gnd
sustained in many non-digital ways. Assemblages of activism
may work across these networks to shape new formatlpns.
Politically subversive networks may be created and sustained
by different groups of activists over many years. .

For example, in Egypt, oppositional political networks have
existed for decades. The spectacle of Tahrir Square must thus
be seen relative to histories associated with the Muslim }SFoth-
erhood, which had existed as an underground oppositional

'. organization across rural Egypt since 1912 (Al-Anani 2008).

Another important example from Egypt that shaped the revo-
lution is its robust labor movement, which dates back dozens
of years. In the case of neighboring Tunisia, it is easy to
conclude that Mohamed Bouazizi’s act of self-immolation in
December 2010 gave rise to a “YouTube revolution.” Yet
such a presumption fails to recognize that Bouazizi had strong
connections to an oppositional labor movement for many
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years before his act of martyrdom seemingly ignited the Arab
Spring.

Similarly, as Cesar Guzman-Concha notes in his analysis
of the 2011 Chilean student movement, the movement “did
not appear from nowhere. It built upon an organizational
network students created for many years... within the bound-
aries of a well-known repertoire of conflict” (2012: 414).
Gonzales further supports this conclusion, noting that “it is
often the broader political climate that mobilizes [them] to
action” (2008: 230). Thus, we see how networks brokered
by “formal student organizations” were critical to the early
days of this student movement (Garcia, von Biillow, Ledezma,
& Chauveau 2014). ,

Consistent with this, in the case of the Occupy movement,
which eventually took on a transnational form, analysis shows
that the original New York City-based Wall Street encamp-
ment can be traced to long-standing actions and campaigns
led by housing activists from the Bronx. W. Lance Bennett
and Alexandra Segerberg (2012) point out how the micro-
operations of Twitter use during Occupy connected different
networks in a meaningful yet loosely knit manner. The authors
argue that one must consider the role of formal organizations
in shaping collective action, differentiating between “crowd-
enabled networks,” where organization is nearly completely
decentralized, such as in the case of flash mobs, and “orga-
nizationally enabled and brokered networks”, where existing
organizations play a larger role in shaping online and offline
activity.

It is remarkable how far and wide the video of Bouazizi’s
immolation in Tunisia has spread, or that of the killing of
Neda Aghan-Soltan in 2009 in the midst of Iran’s Green Revo-
lution; or how extensively the video of Freddie Gray’s assault
in Baltimore, captured on mobile phone in 2015, has influenced
protests in the United States (Rentz 2015) and shaped popular
awareness of the #BlackLivesMatter movement.

Consistent with this, Indignado protesters in Spain recog-
nized the role of technologies to shape connections between
themselves and the wider population (Rainsford 2011). Social
media groups that initially formed online in Spain evolved
into offline collectives that reorganized themselves without
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the use of these tools. Noting the problems with a surveillance-
' friendly Skype, new technologies such as Mumble were identi-
E fied by activists to connect multiple encampments through

real-time communications. The “Toque a bankia” Indignado

b cimpaign successfully incorporated a range of older and newer
b media technologies and tactics to shape the perception of the
¥ movement among various audiences both within Spain and
| worldwide. From its strategic use of hashtags to its use of a
K website to direct protesters to block various bank entrances
k across the nation, Toque a bankia revealed the power of
| working across media platforms to move past the limitations
¥ of each in shaping activism.

Additionally, within the Occupy movement, which, like the

: Ghilean and Indignado case, was primarily based in parts of
E  the world where internet access was more widespread, digital

technologies helped connect occupations across the world using
tools such as Live Stream (Costanza-Chock 2012). Occupiers

. tecognized the potential of using Skype in connecting With
§ and supporting those who had their bodies already in physical .
i 2nd public spaces. The famous “mic check” technique used

* at gecupations, where messages would be repeated by groups
E of people so that everyone could hear, began to integrate .the
l' use of Skype, where voices would first be vocalized online,

often from other Occupy encampments, and then be remedi-

§  ated via the “People’s Mic” (Costanza-Chock 2012). This

coordination between the mediation of voice and Skype, and

B technologies between physical encampments, is another exampl
I of how activists can reassemble tools and technologies t
- support their movements.

Thus, instead of simply assuming that in online actions lie

* a panacea for all offline protests, or of mistakenly assuming

the opposite of this, scholars who look at information, net-

" works, and social movements must consider the multiple stages,

contexts, and factors that shape activism. Jennifer Earl and
Katrina Kimport (2011), for example, argue that we can view
the role of technology in three different ways: e-movements,
which limit action to the online world; e-mobilization, where
online activity directly facilitates offline actions; and e-tactics,
which include both online and offline components that in
their best moments are effectively coordinated. ’
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Assembling and Disassembling

The examples we share across this chapter reveal that activist
assemblages involving technology are neither inherently smooth,
nor do they always translate into sustained effective political
movements. Oppositional networks do not always come
together to make revolutions possible, nor do historical move-
ments necessarily give rise to newer inflections. Thinking about
this relative to the case of social media raises interesting ques-
tions that encourage us to look at bridges between different
forms of mediation. We can think about questions such as
the following. How do Facebook groups shape existing activist
networks? How may either of these shape international or
domestic journalism, which in turn may influence those dis-
connected from internet technologies? How may hitting the
“kill switch” on internet access shape other forms of network
formation and activism? How are the invisible filters encoded
into the recommendation and search algorithms within Face-
book or Google connecting particular technology users with
or disconnecting them from others? And how can online peti-
tions shape offline strategies?

Paolo Gerbaudo argues that we must consider the “why”
and “who” of protest without reducing a movement to a
specific technology or networked system, such as the internet.
Gerbaudo’s book Tweets and the Streets (2012) argues for
the importance of “choreography of assembly” and “choreo-
graphic leadership” to describe the mediation between tech-
nological and physical space, including online and offline
worlds.

Like Gerbaudo, we work with the concept of assemblage
across this book’s chapters as a means of doing away with
the myth of the internet as immaterial or fixed, instead arguing
that it is not only socially and culturally constructed but also
inclusive of personal, material, social, environmental, and
institutional elements,.

The second half of this chapter considers many of these
themes by telling the story and struggles of Mosireen, a Cairo-
based activist collective dedicated to serving as the “media
wing” of the Egyptian revolution. The collective’s actions
reveal the power of thinking past the limits of any singular
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téchnological assemblage to instead embrace the fluidity of

improvisation, organization, and networking. This section will
build on ethnography conducted in Egypt between 2011 and
2014 in revolutionary Cairo (Srinivasan 2010, 2013, 2014).

t

Intuition and Media Activism:

‘,5 Stories from the Mosireen Collective

We tried to think about how we were using technology
and when it was useful and when it was not...we woqld
not have gotten by without technology, but again [activ-
ism] dissolves back down to politics. Whether we w_o_uld
have won or lost — it would have happened on political
terms and not technological terms.

(Sherief Gaber, April 2015)

These words, stated by activist Sherief Gaber, spe;ak to an
approach taken by the Mosireen collective thgt v1ew.ed the
internet as one tool or platform amongst many in shaping the
principles of the Egyptian revolution. With the goal of exgeed-
ing the boundaries of the computer, street, or any other single

[

Figure 3.2 The Tweet-Nadwa (or “Tweet up”) bfinging activists
together with real-time conversations online in Cairo, June 2011
Source: Ramesh Srinivasan
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form of mediation, Mosireen was born out of the unstable
political environment of the 2011 Egyptian revolution. As a
group of mostly artists and filmmakers, Mosireen recognized
its expertise in creating, curating, remixing, and distributing
media in support of the revolution. Yet the activism of most
came out of an intuitive response to the events of January
2011, out of the need to “document something, shoot some-
thing, make something out of what we saw and could not
believe... it was just an explosion of expression” (Salma Shamel,
April 2015). :

In this sense, the majority of collective members with whom
we spoke saw themselves first and foremost as activists dedi-
cated to the causes of “bread, freedom, and social justice”
that served as the motto by protesters during the Egyptian
uprising. They note in conversations with us that each of these
causes speak to different facets of the Egyptian population
and that to support them they would have to create, docu-
ment, and share media that were similarly inclusive.

*Collective members described their expertise in working
with media as a means of sharing content within and across
d?mographic boundaries within the nation. Yet as they posted
pieces online, they recognized the shortcomings of relying on
an internet laden with protocols and political and economic
interests far removed from their own concerns. In that sense,
the internet was no panacea for activists relative to Egyptian
state and private media. )

We recognized that while social media bubbles are a hegemonic
assemblage so too are the worlds of mainstream media net-
works in Egypt.... We thought about liow we could generate
our own assemblages by working with both of these and what-

gx(')elr else we could get our hands on. (Sherief Gaber, April
5)

Despite these concerns, Mosireen members also explained
to us that as of 2011 the internet was the most open media
space in an Egyptian environment where “old” television and
newspaper platforms represented the interests of the state or
private corporations. The internet was neither highly censored
nor policed space. Activists considered different media and
technology platforms as part of a larger distribution strategy
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with a sense neither of what success would look like nor of
its feasibility.

Meeting in Tahrir Square in January and February 2011,
activists who formed the collective were attacked by state
security forces and noticed how occupiers of the square
responded with the chant “Look at what the army is doing.”
They were concerned that their fellow Egyptians outside of
the square would remain unaware of such brutality from the
regime, and would continue to be manipulated by powerful
state and corporate media narratives.

We had no way of expanding outside of the momeht and
activity of our chants of “Look at what the army is doing to
us.” ... Until we became a marriage between the needs we all
shared to generate change, to re-envision and provide tools of
re-imagining our nation. We all met as filmmakers, activists,
and individuals working within digital communities as bloggers
and hackers. Yet importantly, we also convened together in-

person, ‘in [Tahrir] square. (Khalid Abdalla, May 2015) p

Mosireen members recognized that their contributions lay
in shaping the imagination of their fellow Egyptians in defend-
ing the objectives of their revolution. To do such, they needed
to develop a coherent identity and trust one another. They
would also have to create a physical space to meet while
‘recruiting others, and recognized that they could not fight for
their revolutionary aims merely by remaining online. Members
began to learn why certain media pieces they would create

F. might resonate with their fellow citizens. The goal became to
i shift the ecology of what stories were told to what audiences.

This could not be achieved solely through online information-
sharing, but in relation to an assemblage of spaces, infrastruc-
tures, and a reliable “brand.” Activists would need to “build
on existing pulses” (Omar Hamilton, April 2015), and create
and distribute content accordingly.

Mosireen found its home in a historic building space in
downtown Cairo because it no longer was needed in another
media project that involved collective founder Khalid Abdalla,
a well-known British-Egyptian actor who has starred in mul-
tiple international films, including The Kite Runner (2007).
Having a space provided Mosireen a visible identity, not just
allowing it to serve as a public symbol of the revolution,
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Figure 3.3 Mosireen space
Source: Khalid Abdalla, Mosireen
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but also supporting in-person sharing of stories and tactics.
Over time, a range of activist communities made Mosireen’s
space temporarily their home, including graffiti artists and the
organizers of the largely successful “No to Military Trials”
campaign. ,

It is interesting to see the desire to be publicly visible in
Mosireen’s actions, and how this directly contrasts with the
arguments that support anonymity in online-only activism.
Despite creating a great deal of online content, there was
value for Mosireen members coming together in person, con-
necting with those who “could come upstairs [to our office]
in.the middle of clashes downstairs on the street” (Khalid
Abdalla, May 2015). The creative actions taken by Mosireen
members required being mindful and aware of the volatile
climate within Cairo and around the nation. The collective’s
goal was to activate their fellow citizens at catalytic moments,
developing assemblages that juxtaposed technological and
non-technological components to keep the revolution alive.

A critical moment for, Mosireen arose with the Maspero
massacre of October 9, 2011, less than nine months after the
initial 18 days of revolution, which began on January 25, 2011.
The massacre occurred via an attack by state security forces
on protesters from Egypt’s Coptic Christian minority. It was
spun by the state media (via television and radio) as an attack
by ‘Christians on the army and by the international media as
Muslim-on-Christian violence. Islamophobia was a sentiment
that the military regime had long exploited under the ruse of
maintaining security against “extreme elements” within Egypt.
It also emboldened the military regime to maintain its long-
standing assault on Egypt’s 10 percent Christian minority.

Amidst the frenzy of Maspero, Mosireen members saw an
opportunity to intervene by using low-cost video-capture and
editing technology to “rip” content from state and corporate
media networks and remix it with footage that they had physi-
cally shot. They focused on a clip they captured of a soldier
shooting a civilian in the back.

The Maspero massacre was thus retold in a video produced
by Mosireen that slowed down the frame rate of the footage
of this brutal killing. Collective media makers edited this video
by highlighting the soldier’s gun with a red circle. Quickly
posting this new piece on YouTube, the clip was viewed over
100,000 times on the night it was uploaded.




90 Media Activism: Shaping Online and Offline Networks

The example we share here from Maspero reveals intuition
anq creativity in action, where Mosireen members recognized
their need to act in the moment, while also working to manipu-
late., appropriate, and remix content produced by their adver-
saries in the state and corporate media. By taking fragments
from different television networks and their own footage to
create a new assemblage, Mosireen could tell an authentic
§tory.of bravery and brutality that could influence the public’é
imagination. With this in mind, collective members Salma
Sharpel an.d Danya Nadar spoke with us about the power of
mamPulatmg images, drawing on tools and techniques from
the history of cinema, citing examples from Russian montage
and German propaganda films. These cinematic techniques
coulc.l hold power in shaping the visceral, psychological, and
emotional experiences of those who viewed Mosireen-produced
content.

. Mosireen’s goal became to confront Egyptians with images,
videos, and narratives they had not seen. They distributed
content they believed to be authentic to the causes and voices
behind the revolution yet painfully absent in mainstream media.
Collective leaders saw that to do so they would need to con-
struct an alternative media network and collaborate with
various journalists, even those who worked for organizations
who l}ad misrepresented the revolutionary cause. They could
not s_nmply trust the internet “as is,” nor could they trust
existing Egyptian media networks. They would have to “reas-
semble” a network of 